temperament, called to consult me in relation to the condition of her teeth, on the 10th of February last. On examination, the crowns of the first and second superior molares of the left side were found badly decayed, and which, from the destruction of the greater portion of their sockets, were much loosened. The gums on either side of them were very much swollen, spongy, and had a livid appearance ; from between the edges of which, whenever the teeth were touched, a thin, fetid matter, occasionally streaked with blood and pus, was discharged. The hemorrhage for-a few minutes was profuse, but after it had partially subsided, the socket was examined, when an opening * was discovered through the floor of the antrum, large enough to admit the end of the little finger,?the fungous peduncle, after its separation from the roots* of the tooth, having contracted, had passed up into this cavity. This was now partially explored by means of a small probe, and found to be nearly filled with a soft, spongy tumor, which bled profusely from the slightest injury. Finding a portion of the floor of the antrum, back of the tooth which had just been extracted, in a necrosed condition, and partially exfoliated, I extracted the second molaris, which.also had a fungous excrescence upon the extremity of its roots, that passed up through an opening from its socket into this cavity, and then removed the dead bone.
This occupied the space between the two teeth.
An opening was now formed through the floor of the antrum, of about an inch in.length, and more than a quarter of an inch in width, which enabled me to explore the interior of the cavity more thoroughly than I had previously been able to do. The tumor, which at first had completely filled it, had, from the hemorrhage which had been caused by the extraction of the two teeth, become so reduced in size, that I was enabled to pass a small curved probe between it and the walls of the sinus, and by this means to -satisfy myself that it had no connection with any part of this cavity.
?' There was no danger, therefore, to be apprehended of a reproduction of the excrescence after its removal, which was easily effected, by piece-meal, with a small, sharp-pointed hook, and a narrow bladed knife.
[June,
The opening through the alveolar border into the antrum soon closed, and the parts, in a short time, were restored to a healthy condition.
